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FIRST OR CONSTITUENT SEYM
On February 10, 1919, the opening took place, after a solemn
service in St. John's Cathedral, attended by Pilsudski, who wore
his old uniform of the First Brigade of the Legions, Paderewski,
the Archbishops and Bishops of Poland, the Cabinet and the high
officers of the army, as well as all the elected deputies. Pilsudski
entered the House accompanied by Paderewski, and addressing
the deputies, said:
A century and a half of struggles often entailing blood and sacrifice
has found its triumph this day. A century and a half of dreams of a
Free Poland has waited for their realization to this moment. To-day is
a great holiday for our nation—a day of joy after the long dreadful
night of suffering. At this moment when all Polish hearts are beating
fast I am happy that to me has been given the honour of opening the
Polish Seym, which will be the sole master and ruler of the home of
our country.
But the great joy of this day would be much greater if it were not
troubled by the fact that we are met at a very grave moment. After a
long and terrible war the whole world, including Poland, waits and
longs for peace. This longing, however, cannot become to-day a reality
for Poland. Her sons must go to defend her borders. They must assure
to her a free development.
It was not a time for rejoicing and thanksgiving alone; the
State had to be served, its frontiers protected, its internal develop-
ment secured. A week before, the Polish forces had begun a
counter-offensive against the Bolsheviks; on February 9 the Poles
occupied Brest-Litovsk. But more soldiers were needed.
After Pilsudski had declared the Seym open, its oldest member,
Prince Ferdinand Radziwill, a former member of the German
Reichstag and of the Prussian Diet, as well as president of the
Polish Kolo or club, made a speech in which he spoke of the
honour done to him and his colleagues from Wielkopolska,
the historic name of Poznania, by inviting them to take part in the
first Seym without being elected. Assuming the leadership at the
first sitting of the Seym, he appointed the two youngest members,
the Socialist Niedzialkowski and the National Democrat Kaczyn-
ski, to act as secretaries. On February 14, 1919, a second session
was held, and Trampczynski was elected Marshal or Speaker by

